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An Analysis of Acquisition Mechanism of Professionalism:

Work Experience and Work Behavior in Nurses

Abstract

/NEFRE AT

Although professionalism is recognized as important for the development of professional, there is

limited systematic model acquisition of professionalism. This study aims to reveal an acquisition process

of professionalism in nurses. I performed semi-structured interview survey of 15 nurses, who have been

practiced as a nurse more than 10 years. The interview conducted at eight hospitals to collect data of their

work experience in their early (student years-Syears), middle (6-10years), and later (above 11 years)

periods. The grounded theory approach was employed to analyze the interview data. As a result, this

analysis four findings; (1) nurses acquired professionalism through a step-by-step process for their work

experience, (2) they was facilitated directly “involvement of engrossment” or “offer the professional

technical” caring by dedication or autonomy professionalism, and (3) the relationship between autonomy

professionalism and “involvement of engrossment” or “offer the technical” caring was mediated by

proactive behavior (“improvement of work environment”, “building a relationship with your boss”). The

proposed model is discussed from theoretical and practical viewpoints.
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